\n summer 7019, we hosted the Ledrning & Engage conference, 3 place for
learning scientists to collaborate on our werk for justice-focused research thet
centres (earning ond civic engagement,
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Funded by the. Spencer Foundatian, we spent & week
thinking through how Learning matters in community
organizations, socisl movements, classrooms, and
informel (earning environments.
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At the end of the conference, we committed 4o creating & comic that transietes
the research work we have done with different activists into a more useful resource
that explaing sociocultural theories of (earning and contextualizes how they can be
useful in other organizing spaces. The comics in this special issue attempt %o
do this work.



WAT ARE TRE LEARNING SCIENCES?

The learning sciences is an deademic field
interested in how Learning works &nd how
o design environments ko Support it. Ofken,

(3 | learning sciences researchers research class.
N/v rooms and technologies for teaching and
> (earning in schoel subjedts.
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Buk recently, some Learning scientists have
wondered: if our designs for Learning always

a involve chaices about parkicular ends for
Z Tomner Ves \earning, whose ends are <hey? Whnet
Co-onganizer consequences do £hese choices have for

equity and justice?

Tn conducting (earning research with social
movements, €he uthons of this special Lssue
4ake up the promise of (earring as a way of
undergtanding Social movements. Like schools,
movements \ivelve pedagoesical prackices.

But more than that, lesrning offers
productive ways fr thinking about...

how movements Sorm
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how ideds of justice
are co-constructed

how communities change
Karough political struggle



Our work here is £o bridge £he (earning
sciences 8nd social movements. As academics,
we think that the Learning sciences bring really
important insights info how people Learn —

hows they become

hows £heir emation
shapes their activism,

fous young Sckivisks learn
and collaborate with adults,

how small prectices )
facilitate social
movement ackion

how community is
built, ameng activists

rovdtiony; |

how ackivists
ledrn to cragte
systers change



We know that (eaming theory
rerely geks tronslated in ways
thak ere useful o actiyisty,

The research presented here @
takes & Sodocultural perspestive.

That means we see (karning as
not enly Bbeut eognitive. processing,
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S L——  but about mcan\r\%-maun%, shifting
- M practices, and the upteke of identities,

AL Learning happens in an mbod\d,[
social world and is shaped by

culkure and interaction.
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Our goal is to provide
2 small set of examples
of hows researeh on (e8rming
cén help activists think
£hrougin (earning and
transformation.

We hope that with
the examples of karnin
concegbs applied in activist
contexts, these ideay and
the anguments arsundthem
should be made clegrer
Qor movements.

Also, we hope to highlight
some of the innovative work
coming out oF the Learning
sciences to 2 broader audience—

—induding educstion researchers,
comicy people, communities,

fAs this work ghows, 1 \ 4 Lﬁ
ide8y are net just
absteack entities in »
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—but rather can be
powectul fosls for
changing the, world.




This comic is park of
Learning to Engage: Movements and
Sociocuttural Theories of Legrning,

for more, visit :
andrewkshan com [Learningtoengage
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ThiS comic was made gessible by 8 grant from the Jpencer Foundation
(Grrant # 201200131), The views expressed arethow of the uthors 8nd do not
necessanily refleck the views of 4he Spencer Foundation.
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